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members of the Politburo itself were shot without trial and many hun-
dreds of minor Party officials simply disappeared without publicity.*
The evidence as to the character of Stalin's regime is indeed beyond
dispute. The difficulty is to guess at the motive forces at work in his mind.
Fear, and the need for scapegoats who could be blamed for failure, were
amongst these but other more laudable factors were also present. The
odium which rightly attaches to Stalin's name throughout the civilized
world must not obscure the fact that he was a man inspired by a great
vision of a powerful and prosperous Russia,
His vision, however, was the narrow one of the materialist and it is not
difficult to see that Stalinism was not just a historical accident resulting
from Stalin's own personality, but was the logical outcome of Com-
munist teaching. The philosophy of Karl Marx, though harsh and
materialistic, had to some extent been relieved and softened by an
emotional and semi-idealistic element. Unfortunately, that element was
hopelessly unpractical and was necessarily discarded as soon as the
Bolsheviks tried to put Marxism into operation. They were left with a
stark materialism which made economic progress the sole criterion of
good or evil. Men must at all costs be driven on to prosperity, and
obviously only the Party could provide the driving force. The orthodox
view of the Party must never be challenged and even apart from the
ambition of individuals, heresy hunting was bound to lead to the exercise
of control by an ever narrowing caucus. Dictatorship was the natural
conclusion of this process and since Marx himself had long ago rejected
moral ideas as 'bourgeois', it is not surprising that Stalin should have had
nothing but contempt for the rights and lives of individuals. There were
thus no limitations of conscience on what the dictator might do in the
mad chase after national wealth and in the course of his own paranoia. All
could be justified by cogent arguments based on the original theses of the
founders of Communism*
* This report was not published by the Russian authorities but the U.S.A. State Depart-
ment obtained a copy of it and published it. Its authenticity has never been challenged and it
has in fact been accepted by Communists all over the world as correct.